








the Lamb of God...” The gathering was occasioned out of
sympathy for those who suffered in the Indian mutiny, and
it voiced a Christian view contrary to that taken by the
British government. A relief fund was-instituted and the
offering was L675.

On.August 15th, the foundation stone
for the future Metropolitan Tabernacle
was laid. The property had been pur-

chased at Newington Butts for L5,000 and Spurgeon deter-
mined that the L13,000 estimated cost would be paid by the
time the project would be completed. He traveled to preach
with the previous agreement that half of the offering would
go to this project and the other half to that local church. The
Tabernacle eventually cost L.31,000 and took two years to
build. It was paid for at completion.

His travels included a visit to Paris
where he received favorable response
from the Roman Catholic Press of that

city. He also visited Geneva, where he was flattered by the
honor of preaching in Calvin’s pulpit, wearing Calvin’s
gown.

On March 18th, the Tabernacle was
opened. The first services were prayer
meetings and the first Sunday service

took place on the 31st. In the first two years of Spurgeon’s
London ministry, the membership grew from less than 100
active members to over 2,000. These were active because, if
they moved from London, died or were absent from four
Communions, their names were dropped from member-
ship. (Communion was admitted by ticket only; all mem-
bers were required to be present.) The membership grew
when someone applied for baptism. “Public invitations”
were never given. They were required to give evidence of “a
change of affection,” as well as a desire to share their faith.

The Tabernacle served two functions. It was first and fore-
most a house of salvation. The first month of its existence
brought 77 new members by baptism; the next month, 72;
the next, 121, etc. Spurgeon spent every Tuesday afternoon

interviewing “approved” candidates. Over 70 every year
were not accepted, being referred to Mrs. Bartlett's class for
further instruction.

" The second function of the Tabernacle was “service.” The
doors were open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. There
was continuous traffic to and from the building. Sixty-six
subsidiary institutions, or “societies,” were serviced from
this center. The church eventually had 40 missions in the
greater London area. Meals were constantly being served.
For example, the Christian Butcher’s Association held its
annual meeting there, serving 1,600 people. They had 1,000
children enrolled in their Sunday School, engaging 100
teachers. On Sunday evenings there were as many as 1,000
members employed in various ministries outside the Taber-
nacle and every three months Spurgeon would request his
congregation not to come to the services the following Sun-
day evening so that the unsaved might hear the gospel. This
had to be done in the form of a request because admission
was by ticket only until five minutes before opening. Those
tickets were sold annually. No offerings were ever taken,
“tickets” being the only form of income available. (Spurgeon
would receive large donations, from members and non-
members alike, for the various enterprises.)

Before Spurgeon’s death, the membership had risen to
5,328; 127 lay ministers were serving in and around
London. There were 23 mission stations, for a total of 4,000
seats, conducting 27 Sunday Schools, with 8,000 students
taught by 600 teachers.

On June 5th, Spurgeon preached his
famous sermon on ““Baptismal
Regeneration.” The influence of the

“Tractarian Movement,” or the Oxford Group, under the
leadership of John Henry Newman, had caused a landslide
toward Rome in the Anglican Church. Evangelicals within
the Anglicans, under the leadership of J. C. Ryle, resisted
the trend. Spurgeon felt, in spite of their good influence on
that denomination, that their position was one of compro-
mise on the issue of “infant baptism.” Spurgeon believed
that it proposed a “gospel of works” and he boldly stood
against it. He honestly expected an adverse effect on the
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sale of his sermons, but he was wrong. This one sermon
immediately sold 180,000 copies, and the sales soon
increased to 350,000. Nevertheless, this stand did cost him
considerably. Many of his good supporters, Lord Shaftesb-
ury among them, felt that he had betrayed their confidence.

This was not the first time that Spurgeon’s convictions led
him into conflict. Sometime before the Civil War, a black
man who had escaped slavery spoke for Spurgeon on a
Sunday evening. Americans were outraged and demanded
to know his views on the subject. Spurgeon wrote for an
American publication:

“...with a slaveholder I have no fellowship of
any sort or kind ... I would as soon think of
receiving a murderer into my church ... as a
man-stealer.”

His American publishers suspended their printing of his
writings, and effigies of him were burned in several places.

He began The Sword and the Trowel the following year. This
was a monthly publication. The edifying that he accom-
plished by the “Trowel” was not to soften the cutting he
intended with the “Sword.” Look, for example, at his
famous Down-Grade article of August 1887. The background
is as follows:

Darwin published his Origin of Species in 1859. Its influ-
ence was such that, by the '60s, “higher criticism” was in
Bible College classrooms and, by the ‘70s, it was in the
pulpits. It became so widespread that it provoked the Secre-
tary of the Baptist Union, Dr. S. H. Booth, to appraise
Spurgeon of its influence. Booth specified the preachers and
quoted their comments, leaving no doubt that they had left
the historic faith. However, he requested Spurgeon not to
expose his confidences. Spurgeon then attempted to get the
Union to adopt a Statement of Faith. Failing, he openly
accused the Union of apostasy, but, honoring Booth’s
request, his charges were unsubstantiated and he was most
severely criticized.

Two months after his first attack, he followed up his
charges with the following:

“With deep regret we abstain from assembling
with those whom we dearly love and heartily
respect, since it would involve us in a con-
federacy with those with whom we can have no
fellowship in the Lord.”

The financial loss for this stand was most severe. Among
others, the donor of the largest financial contributions to his
orphanage, almshouses and College withdrew his support.
Note that Spurgeon did among Baptists what he expected
Ryle to do among Anglicans.

Spurgeon organized the Metropolitan
I 866 Tabernacle Colportage Association. A
similar work in Scotland prompted the

organization of men who would sell Bibles and other liter-
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Pastor’s College

ature from door to door. Each man was promised L40 a year,
on condition that he make at least the same amount by his
sales. He was to be considered first a missionary, then a
preacher, and finally a pastor. Two men pioneered the work,
recounting great reports of people won to Christ. Within
three years there were 15 men. By 1878, there were 94 col-
porteurs, reporting the remarkable number of 926,290 vis-
its. The work grew even larger in the years that followed.

The popularity of Spurgeon had not
18 ; diminished. While the Tabernacle was
being renovated, Spurgeon used the

Agricultural Hall in Islington. It was nearly three times the
size of the Tabernacle and located in north London, some
distance away. With 15,000 chairs and standing room to
accommodate another 5,000, thousands were still turned
away.

At a prayer meeting the previous year, Spurgeon asked
the Lord “for some new work,” and that “the means also
may be sent.” A few days later, a Mrs. Hillyard, the widow
of a Church of England clergyman, offered 120,000 for the
training of orphaned boys. Spurgeon secured two and a half
acres at Stockwell, about a mile from the Tabernacle. The
children would walk “crocodile style” to sing at the Taberna-
cle on a Sunday evening. A girl’s orphanage was added 12
years later. The children were accommodated in houses, 14
to a house, under the supervision of a matron. The facilities
were built in typical Spurgeonic fashion: There was a gym-
nasium, an Olympic style swimming pool, and an
“infirmary.”

In October, Spurgeon was bedridden as a victim of rheu-
matic gout. This condition was to plague him for the rest of
his life. His grandfather also had suffered from it.

The expanding ministries and his
decreasing health made it evident that
“the gov'nor,” as his students called

him, needed an assistant. He had eight men who handled
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various responsibilities, but none of them could substitute
for him. His own brother James was selected for the task.
James was well suited and became the comptroller of the
entire Spurgeon enterprises. Years later, in the “down-
grade” controversy, when the Union proposed a compro-
mise motion between Spurgeon and the liberals, it was
James who seconded the motion.













